Airienteers Dales Weekend 2013 
Final Details Day 1 - Malham

Saturday 14th September 2013
Travel and Parking

Car parking at Grid Ref: SD907645 off Tarn road 2k NE of Malham village.  Signed from Malham village.  There is a sharp turn through a gate into the car park from the road which may not be suitable for large vehicles and campervans. Roadside verge parking is available 700m north of assembly, but is not marshalled. If you cannot get into the field, park in a safe place north of assembly and walk back.

Car parking charge is £1.00.  Please have money ready for the bucket.  Assembly is in the same large field as parking so please take care. NO WATER will be provided at the event, please bring your own.
Compass Point will be in attendance.
Portaloo toilets are in the assembly area. Note the field has had grazing animals recently, so care should be taken with hygiene to ensure hands are washed before consuming food. 
Sorry, no dogs in car park even in cars.

Entries on day

Subject to availability of maps, though every effort will be made to have sufficient for all courses.
EOD £14.00 for seniors (£12.00 for BOF/YHOA members) 

Seniors £6.00 for white, yellow and orange (£4.00 for BOF members)

Students and juniors £5.00 for any course.
EOD registration from 10 am to 12.30 pm
Course start times 11 am to 13.00 pm

All courses close at 15.00 pm
Dibber hire - 50p per day, pay at event.

Note that you can enter Day 2 at the Day 1 event.

Entry changes - please report to registration who will be able to help you.

Terrain
Heavily grazed very open moorland with no bracken and little undergrowth, although there are areas of nettles and thistles. Mostly limestone although the highest area in the far southwest of the map is sandstone (millstone grit). Generally very fast running except in areas of significant rock. Shorts will be allowed but cagoules may be required. Come prepared for all weathers. Livestock (both sheep and cattle, some with calves) may be encountered anywhere in the area.

Map

1:10,000 with 5m contours for all courses. Based on previous maps of the area, surveyed by members of Airienteers 1990-2009 with selective minor revision in 2013. 

The map uses standard BOF/IOF symbols throughout. On the Black, Brown and Green courses the map legend is partially or fully obscured by the control description overprint. Copies of the map with full legend will be on display in assembly. No loose legends are available. 

There are several dangerous cliffs in the area, marked on the map with the impassable cliff symbol (black line with tags). Avoid them!  

Parts of the area contain lines of less dangerous cliffs, marked on the map with the passable rock face symbol (black line without tags). These lines of cliffs are discontinuous; high and dangerous in places and crossable with care in other places. It is easy to spot a route through when approaching from the bottom, but difficult and sometimes time-consuming if approaching from the top.

Areas of extensive limestone pavement are mapped with the grey bare rock symbol. When dry these can be crossed fairly easily, but they are treacherous when wet. The pavement edges are mostly fairly distinct and can be used for navigation. Where the pavement edges outcrop on a slope there is often a lengthy broken line of 0.5 to 2+m high crags. These edge-of-pavement crags are mapped only when greater than 1.5m. They can appear quite prominent from a distance, even when unmapped. The line of crags can be crossed easily when going up as gaps are readily spotted, but care is need when going down.

Limestone pavement that has weathered significantly is mapped with the stony ground symbol (fine black dot screen). These areas are slow to cross as the uneven rock is partially hidden by grass – 'ankle breaking' terrain. The shortest courses have been planned to avoid these areas.

Boulders are mapped 'where significant', usually using the boulder field or boulder cluster symbols. The small individual boulder symbol has been used to represent anything from 0.5m to over 2m high. There is much unmapped rock in the area.

There are areas of sink holes. Only the largest are mapped.

There are very few trees in the area and those that do exist are not mapped. 
Control descriptions

Will be on the front of the map. Loose descriptions available on waterproof paper at the start. 
All courses will have pictorial descriptions, White and Yellow courses additionally will have English descriptions on the map only (loose descriptions are pictorial only).

Road Crossings

There are two roads running north-south through the area, frequented by both motor and cycle traffic.  All courses from the West Start cross one or both of these roads. Take care at the crossing points which will not be marshalled.
For the Black, Brown and Short Brown courses one of these road crossings involves two stiles. The first of the stiles is reached from the previous control by a short mandatory taped route. The taped route will be indicated on control descriptions. You must not use nearby gates. Take care crossing the road as the sight lines for motorists and cyclists are limited.

Wall Crossing Points

The area has an extensive network of dry stone walls. These are often in a very delicate state and the local farmers are concerned about damage and stock loss. The walls must not be crossed where they have been overprinted on the map in purple. Use the crossing points marked on the map, and when the crossing points are gates make sure that the gate is closed. Our future use of the area depends on your cooperation with this. Where routes provide a choice of compulsory crossing points, the straight line between controls has been broken and no crossing point is included in the control description. Where you are required to use a particular compulsory crossing point the line between the controls passes through the crossing point.

The area is frequented by walkers and they may be encountered at path/wall crossing points. Please be courteous to these other land users.

Start and finish

There are two starts (East and West) and two finishes (Near and Far).

Both starts are a flat 700m from the assembly area. Follow the wall on the western side of the assembly field northwards for about 500m when the routes separate. The route to the West Start crosses a stile and then follows the road for 150m, the route to the East Start goes eastwards across the grassland. There are no toilets at either start. Nor any trees.

The Near Finish is in a field south of the assembly area. There is a 300m taped route back to assembly. Cross walls only at the crossing points provided.

The Far Finish is under 1km from assembly with no climb. This finish will not be manned. The route back to assembly passes the West Start.

Download is in the south east of the assembly area. Don't forget to download, especially if finishing at the Far Finish as you may reach your car before download!

A punching start will be used for all courses. Start times are allocated to pre-entries, and you should try to stick to these if possible. However, if you are either early or late the start team will try and fit you into a vacant slot if you prefer. When you are ready, please go to the correct start where you can join the queue for your course. Please try to ensure there is a minimum 4 min gap to competitors from the same club on the same course. Ensure you pick up the correct map.
Course Details

	Course
	Distance (km)
	Climb (m)
	Controls
	Start
	Finish

	Black
	11.8
	425
	20
	West
	Near

	Brown
	10.6
	300
	17
	West
	Near

	Short Brown
	8.0
	300
	13
	West
	Far

	Blue
	6.5
	210
	13
	West
	Near

	Short Blue
	5.1
	180
	11
	West
	Far

	Green
	5.0
	95
	12
	West
	Near

	Short Green
	4.4
	90
	12
	West
	Near

	Very Short Green
	3.4
	90
	10
	East
	Near

	Light Green
	3.4
	60
	11
	East
	Near

	Orange
	2.8
	50
	10
	East
	Near

	Yellow
	2.3
	35
	11
	East
	Near

	White
	1.8
	20
	10
	East
	Near


White and Yellow Courses

Both White and Yellow courses follow a mixture of grass tracks and walls or fences. The tracks are not especially prominent. 

On the maps for these courses the 'not to be crossed' wall overprint has been removed for clarity. Except as noted below, neither of these courses cross walls or fences and competitors should have no reason to cross walls or fences except at two specific controls.

Both courses have two controls at wall crossings (stiles). The control is placed on the approach side. Competitors should punch and then cross the stile to proceed along their course. The controls where stiles have to be crossed have a crossing point (purple) in the control circle and the control descriptions include instructions to cross the wall. These courses also have other controls on walls or fences, which the competitors should not cross.

Part of the Yellow course follows a (very) ruined wall, which on the ground looks like nothing more than a line of stones along a small earth mound.

White and Yellow course maps will be available to competitors on those courses at the start in advance if required (but not in assembly or from registration).
String Course

Close to assembly and no charge for entry.  Opens 11.00 closes 1 pm.

Safety

Orienteering is an adventure sport.  Competitors take part at their own risk and are responsible for their own safety. 
The area is generally at an altitude of over 300m (1000’) above sea level and is very exposed to westerly winds. In the event of bad weather, cagoules may be compulsory. Please carry a whistle with you in any case, to use if you are injured.
No water will be provided at the event, so please bring your own and in warm weather make sure you are adequately hydrated before starting your course or carry some with you.
If you discover someone injured who cannot walk report their location and condition to either of the starts or to the First Aiders who are located at the Airport/Enquiries tent. 

The nearest A&E department is at Airedale Hospital in Steeton about 50mins drive – postcode BD20 6TD. Emergencies should dial 999, but notify the organizers. Note mobile reception is poor.
Be aware that this is limestone country. When wet limestone / limestone pavements can be very slippery. Please take note of the conditions and take extra care if wet.

Everyone who starts must report to download even if they do not finish to avoid unnecessary search parties.  If you are travelling on your own you can leave your car keys with Aireport (enquiries) as a further check that you have returned safely.
Members of the public or cyclists may be encountered on public footpaths or bridleways. Please be courteous.
Other Points

Dogs

No dogs please even in car.  The local farmer has been quite explicit about this.

Lost Property

Please hand in or claim from Aireport.  Any unclaimed will be posted on www.aire.org.uk

Results

In assembly area and on www.aire.org.uk

Officials

Organiser:
Peter Haines
hainesilkley@yahoo.co.uk
01943 607725 before 9pm
Planner:
Roger Lott
Controller:
Andrew Quickfall (SROC)







