Buck Wood

9 January 2005

Notes for organiser’s file

(see also planners notes)

Access:  

Limited to road from Thackley that leads to Yorkshire Water treatment plant.  Public road, but Yorkshire Water need it for access, so parking on one side only (see below).

Bradford Parks and Yorkshire Water need to be approached for use of woodland.

Some private fields that should be avoided (out of bounds).  

Thackley Football club also need access to their club on Sundays and possible junior matches means traffic using their car park. 

Note that there is an organisation called ‘Friends of Buck wood’ who kindly remove litter and sticky tape in trees marking where controls are to go.  One apologised to me that she only saw the ‘please leave’ note after getting home.  If this group can be tracked down to their lair, it may be good PR to give warning of the event.

Police were not interested, although I noted a patrol car came along at one point.

Facilities

Thackley Football club very accommodating.  Given £100 for use of changing rooms (clean enough to use, but not so good that muddy shoes are a problem).  These include three rooms.  Found that one was sufficient to hold registration and results teams with power sockets and heater.  Limited tables so bring club tables.  Some congestion at peak times in the single doorway.

Toilets outside set up as ‘gents’, and each inside room had an en-suite sit-upon (‘ladies’).  This seemed to suffice.  Football Club very good at finding more toilet paper, but best bring own as well.

Contact for Football Club:   Treasurer Steve Paley 07931 349105.  Very keen to help, especially in view of financial incentive.  They also opened the bar for us, but only mentioned it as everyone was leaving.  

Parking

Did not organise a parking team as it is so simple.  However, a willing volunteer helped instruct the early arrivals to keep left and to advise that they turned round before parking.  This seemed to work with only limited congestion to depart.

Signs

Difficult finding good places to attach direction signs near main road junction due to so much other stuff to distract drivers.   Used ‘ahead’ arrows at least 2 km before the junction and again 1 km for reassurance.  About 100m before the junction (but avoiding minor turns!) posted directions arrows and  then actually on the junction.  No complaints.

Numbers on day

Weather was very wet and windy with hail and sleet the day before the event, but morning fine and breezy at about 8°C.  No other regional events on the same day and calls received from Burnley, Durham, Bridlington etc to check event still on.

The estimated and actual numbers for courses are presented below;

	
	Estimate for maps
	Actual on day

	String
	-
	48

	White
	30
	14

	Yellow
	30
	20

	Orange
	30
	19

	Red
	10
	8

	Lt Green
	40
	45

	Green
	70
	77

	Blue
	70
	71

	Brown
	30
	30

	Spare blank
	50
	-


String course were very busy – this is an excellent service to families and thanks especially to Will Patterson who goes about this with no input from the organiser.

Estimates for the other courses were good (I had no part in it) but there was some panic as maps started to run out.  Important to keep back a couple of each to be used as masters.  Apparently no complaints from those who had to mark their own, especially as the clock started after marking !

Getting a balance against cost of pre-printed maps and numbers on day is difficult but financially necessary.

For more information, contact Mark Selby 01943 862925 or mark.selby@denehurst.co.uk.

PS Set up a proxy e mail address for the event that was publicised on the web or to other clubs or handed out at other events.  Interesting to note that no one used it and also that no spam or other stuff resulted from it either.  

