Attermire National Event – Comments

Organiser’s comments.
Back in the mid 1990’s Pete Livesey, who sadly died of cancer in February 1998, suggested to Tony Thornley that the fells above Settle could be another area for orienteering, many of it’s main features like that of Malham Moor and Kilnsey Moor.
The original date for the event was September 2001 but the foot and mouth epidemic resulted in it being postponed until this year.
I began contacting farmers and land owners in late 1998 seeking access to their land. Most of  the competition area is owned by farmers who have not seen orienteering before and I wish to thank them for kindly granting access for this our first visit. Having talked to them since the event I’m sure they will welcome orienteering back again in a few years time. 

The eastern most area used for the longer courses covered fields owned by several Malham farmers who have granted access many times before when we’ve held Badge Events on Malham Moor and I’m again grateful for their permission to compete on their land.
I also thank the local authorities, especially the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, who helped me seek out the various landowners.

The success of the National Event has been the result of all the volunteer’s hard work. The surveying, the drawing of the map, the planning, controlling, the numerous teams, who all gave up many hours, and in some cases days, of their own time prior to the event and on the day. Some of the volunteers, not members of Airienteers but more like “Friends of Airienteers”, who don’t compete in orienteering were very keen to help as well. Extra help also came from several orienteers of neighbouring clubs. 

I thank all these volunteers that contributed towards what was for me, and the competitors, a really enjoyable weekend.
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Lost property: 1 compass with brown cord, 1 pair of ladies glasses with gold frame. 

Contact Guy Patterson on 0113 252 1489. 



Controller’s comments

My first involvement with Attermire was several years ago when Tony Thornley asked me to assess whether it would be suitable for a National Event.  After a long run across the area, I said  that I thought it was marginal, but with a good map and good planning it could be. I hope that you agreed with my diagnosis and that the end result was worthwhile.  Tony Thornley had an unenviable job to produce the map. It is a large area with lots of scattered rock and hundreds of sink holes. It is a major task deciding what to put on to achieve a consistent result. Tony Carlyle made the best possible use of the area which was severely constrained by the walls and out-of-bounds areas. Any depressions used as controls were on or very near significant contour or rock features. I was determined to avoid depressions on blank slopes which can often only be seen from a few metres away.

A number of people commented that the courses were rather long and tough. I had them shortened from their original lengths as I quickly discovered the going was significantly slower than Kilnsey. The Guidelines state that National event courses should be planned to test the orienteering ability of the leading competitors in each class. Most of the winning times were within the recommended interval, and in at least some of the classes that were a few minutes over, the top competitors were absent (or were running up).

Drinks were provided on the longest courses - I know that some people would have appreciated them on the shorter courses as well. However that would have stretched AIRE's resources even further. Perhaps more older folk should consider using the platypus back packs as sported by the Elite.

A significant number of people failed to record a punch at one control on their course. We carefully monitored the electronics and all seemed to be working perfectly. However, most of those who missed a control realised, on finishing, that they had been so pre-occupied with getting through a crossing point that they had indeed failed to punch at an adjacent control.  We've always known that one of the disadvantages of SportIdent electronic punching is that you haven't got a way of checking how many controls you have visited. Emit do have a new card with a display and SportIdent say they have one in the pipeline. However, displays add to the expense and reduce the robustness of the e-card. You just have to be that bit more careful. I was tempted to be lenient towards Juniors who missed controls, but in  the end felt that at a National Event it is important to be consistent and to  apply the rules rigorously.

One of the really good new features of SportIdent which we used was to download the contents of the Check stations into the software. This meant that the software could immediately work out who started and therefore show an accurate list of who is still out on the course - a great aid for safety.

The size and remoteness of the area along with the many walls meant that there was a lot of hard physical work involved, and Guy Patterson and his team are to be congratulated on their efforts. Of course the weather helped put most people in a good frame of mind, but it was very nice to hear many good comments from finishers about their courses and Tony Carlyle should know that his work was much appreciated.

David Rosen

SROC

Planner’s comments

It has been a long time since my first visit to Attermire in preparation for the event.  On that visit I realised that planning a National Event on the area wasn’t going to be an easy task.  Uncrossable walls and the two large areas, that we were not able to get permission to use, were frustrating constraints and it made the choice of starts and planning courses the correct length difficult.  I was just beginning to feel happy about starts and course routes when foot and mouth struck and the event was put on hold.

On returning to the area I was surprised how much it had been affected by lack of grazing.  Most of the area had been covered in closely cropped grass, but now course grass and tussocks significantly reduced the runnability of some areas.  English Nature added a further constraint with areas that they asked us not to use.  At least their requests came early, unlike the scheduled areas identified by the archaeologists, which created some last minute changes to courses using the near start. 

My previous planning was no longer viable so I had to look again at how to use the area.  I wanted 

· as many courses as possible to get onto Pikedaw and the gritstone edges and mine workings on the east side of Kirkby Fell.  This would need some long legs to get there.

· contouring and route choice legs across the scars above Stockdale Farm.

· control pick in the area above Attermire Scar with north south legs to give some distance between the walls.

· stiles to be used in one direction only.

The more time I spent on the area the easier it appeared, you were never far from a wall with crossing points to use as attack points or catching features.  

I had 35 stiles to use within the area and the logistics needed to put out and collect them was a major time commitment.  Without the efforts of Guy, Jeff Mason, Tom Crowther and others it would not have been possible to put on the event.  In most of our Dales areas stiles are an essential part of the event and the work needed is often overlooked.  Personally, and on your behalf, I want to thank all the volunteers who put in the time and effort to work on the stiles.

I also want to thank Tony Thornley for all the extra visits he did to the area to make sure that the map was as accurate as possible.  He also drew up the courses and took care of all the printing side of the event.

This was the first time I have worked with David Rosen on an event and I appreciated his advice and light touch, which enabled me to get on with the job in my own time.  This can’t have been easy for him as we were working to a tight schedule.

My thanks also go to all those who helped to put out control boxes and collect controls.  Particular thanks to Becky, Jenny and Wendy who supported me in many of the tasks needed for the event.  Becky receives special thanks as she kept me company on many of my visits to the area and covered a lot of ground on the day, including taking a replacement control box to the eastern end of the map when it failed.

Looking at the results the majority of winning times were within, or very close to recommended winning times.  Notable exceptions were the W20 and M/W 35 classes whose winning times suggested that the courses were too long by about 1km to 1.5km.  However the M55 course, shared with the W35 and W20s, had a winning time in the middle of the recommended time slot.  Of more concern were the courses for older competitors.  Although matched age groups fell within planning guidelines the M70 and M/W75 winning times were longer than anticipated.  In hindsight it may have been better to provide a separate shorter course of a less physical nature.  Any feedback on this would be appreciated.          

The M/W 10 and 12 courses were difficult to plan.  Once the start had been finalised, difficult terrain and the need for line features left few options other than to head via walls to the southern footpath and follow it back to the finish field.  Comments from juniors and parents about the courses would be welcome.

I enjoyed sitting in the sun watching many of you out on your courses.  Some appeared to have no difficulty and moved well through the terrain.  Others found the going hard and mistakes were made.  On collecting controls some paths had appeared during the day and showed that competitors had used different route choices between controls.  My main observation on the day was that careful navigation and traffic lighting paid dividends.  Some competitors ran at speed into detailed areas only to reappear, relocate and then head back in for the control.  

Regardless of your course I hope you enjoyed your day.  You saw the area at its best with sunshine and magnificent views.  I hope you all had legs enough left to enjoy Chris’s courses at Langstrothdale.

Tony Carlyle, Airienteers.
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