 Orienteering.
The Easter weekend is the time when the UK’s premier Orienteering Event  (the Jan Kjellstrom Festival) is held and this year the Event was held for the first time in Northern Ireland. The Event is named after a Swedish Orienteer, Jan Kjellstrom, who pioneered the introduction of Orienteering in the UK. The Festival attracts over a thousand competitors from all over Europe and a large contingent of Airienteers made the journey to the area south of Belfast where a series of individual and relay events were held over 4 days during the holiday period.

The individual races held on the Saturday and Sunday yielded a string of good performances from Aire runners with outstanding runs from Steve Watkins who finished in overall 3rd place after the two races in the very competitive M40L class and in the M55L class where Peter Haines and Alistair Wood finished 2nd and 3rd respectively in a large field of over 90 runners. The best female performance was posted by Ilkley’s Florence Haines in finishing runner up in the W18 Elite class and not to be outdone her mother, Sarah Haines, completed a family triumph by finishing 3rd in the W21L class which was even more impressive as she was running against competitors over 20 years her junior !

Other good performances were recorded by Ian Nixon (11th in the M21E class), Neil Conway (8th in M40L), Martyn Broadest (5th in M40S). , Eve Conway (3rd in W10A), Annie Brown (3rd in W10B), Laura King (9th in W12A),    Ruth Ker (3rd in W40L), Alexandra Watkins (5th in W45S) and Joe Thornley (5th in W60S)

In the Relay Events held on Easter Monday the Club entered 12 Teams with the following two Teams having excellent runs and just being pipped at the post to finish in 2nd position:

· Peter Haines, Tony Thornley and Alistair Wood in the Senior Relay 

· Lucy Haines, Eve Conway and Laura King in the ‘Mini Relay’ (8 seconds behind the winners !)

In the flagship ‘JK Trophy’ relay event the Aire team of Steve Watkins, Ben Stevens and Ian Nixon finished in an excellent 8th position out of 43 teams which included international and world class runners. 

In the Women’s senior event the Aire team team of Sophie Brown, Natasha Conway and Ruth Ker also had a great run to finish 3rd .

Details of the Club’s future events can be found at www.aire.org.uk.

