Airienteers.
Runners from Airienteers travelled to Oban for the Scottish Six-Days international orienteering event which takes place in August every two years, and attracts runners from all over the world notably Scandinavia (the home of orienteering), France, Australia, New Zealand, and Germany. Each event was in different terrain including the hills of Lorne, Loch Etive, and the Lochnell coast.

The aggregated scores over the six days of individual age-group competition included one outright winner for Airienteers in the shape of Ilkley’s Florence Haines who won the W18 races in fine style.  Other excellent top-ten finishes in highly competitive fields included Guiseley’s Joe Woodley, 8th at M16, Graham Watson of Baildon, 9th at M40, Peter Haines of Ilkley, 3rd at M55, Alistair Wood of Leathley, 7th at M55, Tony Thornley of Ilkley, 8th at M60, and in the Girls and Womens events, Evie Conway of Headingley, 7th at W10, Chloe Haines of Ilkley, 7th at W20, and Sarah Haines of Ilkley who was 8th at W35 despite being a W50 runner!  In the flagship M21 Elite race, Ben Stevens, also of Ilkley,  had some great runs to finish a creditable 13th overall in a field packed with international runners.
Other results for Airienteers over the six days of races included (positions in brackets):

Mens  Races

M14.  Ruaridh Mon-Williams (24)

M21.  Jack Wood(19)

M35.  David Alcock(25)

M40.  Steve Watkins(14), Neil Conway(20), Mark Mon-Williams(45)

M45.  Ian Marshall(93)

M55.  Peter Jones(41)

M60.  Tony Carlyle(15), Roger Lott(62), Chris Burden(107)

Womens Races

W12.  Lucy Haines(11)

W40.  Sophie Brown(15),  Natasha Conway(29), Rebecca Mon-Williams(32)

W50.  Joyce Marshall(13)
W55.  Sue Stevens(19), Wendy Carlyle(42)

W60.  Gill Ross(56)

W65.  Hilary Allen(12).

Airienteers’ Summer Sprint League finished in July with the last event being at Golden Acre Park.  The Men’s League was won by Steve Watkins, with Steve Webb 2nd, and Leon Foster and David Alcock tied for 3rd place.  The Womens League was won by Joyce Marshall, with Linda Kelly 2nd, and Sarah Dyer 3rd.  The O-Lite event at Roundhay Park opens the new season for Airienteers on Saturday 3rd September.  Details of this and other events at this friendly club can be found at www.aire.org.uk.

